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1 0 Four twin-engine aircraft, six biplanes and fran 30 to 35 single-engine 
planes wer e parked at the Koethen to 52 /D 95) airfield on 7 January 1950 0 
25^X1 X Ambulance p |rucks v/ere assigned to the fields 


Some of these trucks were seen in town hauling food rations „ 


If 3 

25X 
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Two cantonment buildings, each 100 meters square, and several small 
cantonment buildings with bombs were on the south edge of the field, 
bach bomb was about 100 centimeters long and 40 centimeters in diameter. 
Ammunition was stored in four cantonment buildings on tne north edge ox 
the field. 


2 e wo German workers employed at the field stated: The old Baaador£or~ 
strasse was converted into a 'taxi way, 25 metors wide, A new detour was 
scheduled to run 400 meters east of the field. An area of from 160 to 
ISO "Morgen” (about 100 to lid acres) was confiscated in early Decem- 
ber 1949 and expansion work started at the field. The new runway was to 
be 60 x 1,700 meters. Construction work, done by 500 workers, was to be 
completed by July 1950, The construction cost was estimated at 9 million 
marks. The runway was to have a depth of 30 centimeters, 75 to 80 percent 
25X1X of it filled with gravel, topped by a 6 to 7 „ 5-centimeter concrete layer, 

A dredger had arrived. 


3, There was no flying at the field oh 10 January 1950, Fourteen single- 
engine aircraft were parked in Trent of the two eastern hangars and three 
twin-engine and two single-engine planes in front of the western nangar* 

A firing range, about 50 x 400 meters, protected on both sides by 
earth wall $ and logs, was on the eastern edge of the field, A grab 
dredger had excavated an about 1 x 50 x 400-meter area south of the 
firing range. One third of the length of the construction site had been 
secured by woodwork (5-meter long beams). As more ground was bexng sur- 
veyed the construction area was apparently to be enlarged. Three ariun uni** 
tion sheds, the largest about 10 x 35 meters, were on the south edge 
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of biio field, bo which a railroad spur track ran, More b. mbs and 
shells were piled nearby in the open,- Uipty bomb cases were scattered 
around, estimated length of bombs: 1 meter, diametei : 30 cm. four 
cantonment buildings were west of the ammunition damp, Large quahti- 
ties of recently arrived cement pipes, each 1 meter in diameter, were 
stored between the ammunition dump and the can tonne .t buildings. Tue 
pipes were probably for use in a drainage s ys;.ea. Surveying work was 
being done out sloe tnc field. Loc*il residents said tnat adjacent fiords 
had been conX’i seated to expand tae airfield. Three o&ttalions, each 
enui ped vdth four heavy mortars, wei’e dialling at tne airfield. 

4. There was little flying at the field fro:.' 19 December 1$4$ to 

20 January 1950 as tne leather w s mostly unfa Arable. About 45 aircraft 
of four t ' es were parked outside tne hangars on <.0 January'- 1950. 

5. Description of tne few fighters, which were probably stationed at uno 
f i e 1 d tempo rari ly : 

Three-blaaed propeller, landing gear retracting inwarv*, filoi tube at 
ri.hu wing, wings faired i>; to fuselage, cannon fixing Lhr^u^i propeller 
hub, machine ,un taroupi prop ,ller disk, 

6. (description of kvo-s^at be fibers: 

ThreeVoladed propeller, al-i«ei l fairing, laacLLi^ -car faired and 
apparently retracting out /arc, two cannons unuer i.in^s, a taird 
presumably firiri., throupr propeller hub, rear turner 1 s station in 
entirely placed cockpit, antdae vdta liquid cooling, A block, presum- 
ably for tao install.;. tier of a loop an verms, mounted about Ij, ^eters fer- 
ward of rudder assembly, but no. loop antenna or l no likewise seen on 
any plane, iaii \ heel n>t retractable, ritot tube on right v;ing. Span 
about 15 .:.eters, longui about 11 ^etors, neight up to upper ed-e of co ck- 
pit about 3*30 motors . ho bomb release ; ecnanis.,. was observed. hngine 
coaling and tip of rudder assembly painted blue. 

7. A construct ) *n en,J nee? employed a L the field stated: A large-scale 
construction project s under way at the field. At 'first cantonment 
bu J ldings were built /,t t;r- southeast corner of t*,e field ;u id tne rail- 
road spur tra;k was extended in that direction. fi*o construction of a 
60 x l,200*<fi^6er run- *y vr s to be completed by fiiid-tfu^er of 1950. Oon- 

St ruction verk on toe runway of the Dessau w >2/;*J Co) airfield w s nearin*, 
compile lion. 


G 0 Worth of the field Mat-ernes tne re was an ammunition dump jf the Soviet 

Army units, stationed ■ at the field (for location see Annex 1,, The soldiers 
wore ren-ber ere-;,, black epaulets. Xhc ammunition dump $as especially 
fenced in -* nd consisted of four du c -in bunker-like sheds, each about 3 x. 15 
meters, - nc covered by a ll. aeter earth u.ayer. The firinp ran-,e on tne 
western edo of tno field w*i being considerably enlarged. The fuel 
dump on tne eastern edge of tao field was removed to tne southwest corner. 
It consisted of 11 du,.;~„in and o surface containers of ...ediiau. sxae. ihe 
//munition rtf bomb dump in the southeast corner of the fieiu was coing 
fenced in an< lug smmuriitio-fi stored in the open protected by a roof, a 
nev wooden r.heu wan about 2 5 x 6 x 11 meters, five now canto^aeut buil- 
dings, whicn were irected west of t.*e ammunition da .p in I&i e-December 
19-45, were pres a. .ably to serve as billots for \vor*.-.rs. drainage 

pipes, each LUO centimeters long and 50 centimeters in diameter, and 
gravel were stored near Luo canto-ment buildings. A concrete mixer 


■T-l 



25X1 


Approved For Release 2003/12/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0047001 40005-7 





25X1 
25X1 B 

25X1 A 
25X1 

25X1 B 


25X1 A 


and n dredger were also the-e. 



1 that expansion work was done at tne airfield 

nnd on tiie rum, ay, ine existence of the aiiuiunition or bomb du^p accounts 
for tne presence of a ground attack raiment. Fart of tne stored au^urd- 
tion is apparently assigned to an army units, decides the ground attack 

25X1 B 



b d The attached photo^rapn of tiie ammunition piles, taken by another 
source*^ is transmitted in answer to a special inquiry on the presence 
of ammunition damps. 


Annex- : Koethen Airfield 
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